
STUDENT FUNDING PANEL 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                
1
 HESA Student Record, 2013–14. These percentages refer to UK domiciled first degree students enrolled at 

higher education providers in England. 
2
 A further 2% of students were studying ‘Combined’ subjects, in 2013–14. 
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Box 1: Focus group questions  

 

Decision to enter higher education  

To start off with, we would like to ask you about your decision to enter higher education. 

 

1. Thinking back, what were the main factors that influenced your decision to enter higher education?  

 

2. Did you consider any alternatives to entering university? [If needed, prompt on whether they considered entering employment, 

applying for an apprenticeship, studying abroad, non-university providers of higher education]  

a. [For those who did consider alternatives]  Why did you end up choosing university?  

 

3. To what extent did financial considerations, such as tuition fees or meeting the costs of living, influence your decision to enter 

higher education? 

 

4. Once you had decided on going to university, what were the main factors that influenced your choice university and course? 

 

Value for money  

In considering the design of the student fees and loans system in England, one of the key aspects that the panel is interested in is 

the system's ability to deliver value for money for students, especially in the context of lack of transparency of costs to government 

and not all institutions seeing a significant increase in funding despite the increase in fees.   

  

5. Thinking about your reasons for attending higher education, your financial investment and your current experience, what are 

your initial thoughts regarding the term 'value for money' and what this means for you? [For example do you feel this is related 

to your university experience, the impact on your employability after graduation or something else?] 

 

6. Thinking about your current university experience, are there any areas that you feel have offered particularly good / poor value 

for money? [If needed, prompt with particular examples from survey]  

 

o Facilities for teaching and learning 

o Quality of teaching 

o Quantity of teaching time 

o Access to academic staff 

o Library facilities 

o Support for student unions 

o Sports facilities 

o Support for student welfare / wellbeing 

o Support for students from disadvantaged backgrounds 

o Activities in relation to widening access and outreach 

o Careers services  

 

7. What changes do you feel would be needed to improve the value for money you receive for your financial investment?  

 

Student finance system  

And finally we would like to ask about your thoughts on the student finance system.  

 

8. As a student, how do you feel about meeting your costs of living?  Do you feel that the current system provides appropriate 

support to help with these costs? 

 

9. Looking forward, how concerned are you about the prospect of repaying your student loan? [Probe on concerns and feelings 

related to current repayment system, repayment threshold, repayment rate, interest rate, length of repayment]  

 

10. And finally, given the current economic and financial climate for both government and universities, do you have any thoughts as 

to how the student funding system could be improved? 
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