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The EPC early enrolments survey 

• Annual survey undertaken of EPC members, anonymous, position relative to prior 
year, not precise figures 
 

• Intention is to give members a sense of their position relative to national position 
 

• UCAS provide applications data for undergraduates but not for postgraduates so poll 
gives an early “heads up” prior to official enrolment figures published 12 months+ 
after the event 



Key themes of Perkins Report 

• Report published in November, 2013  
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/engineering-skills-perkins-review) 
 
• Experiencing industry in schools  
• Cutting edge skills in further education 
• Employer engagement in higher education 
• Specialist skills (postgraduate) 

 
• Interim “One Year On” report published November, 2014 

• Making the case 
• Sharing and showcasing good practice 
• Trusted sources and dissemination 



Enrolments to engineering in UK HEIs: some context 

Engineering: UG first degree 
(Nos. commencing in year) 

Engineering: PGT 
(Nos. commencing in year) 

Source: EPC analysis of  latest available official data: HESA Student data 2011/12 from the Higher Education Database for Institutions (HEIDI) 
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Postgraduate (taught) 

Perkins Task and Finish 
Group on specialist 
skills (postgraduate) 

 
• Funding 

 
• Trusted source of 

information 
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Sources of funding for UK-domiciled postgraduate 
taught engineering students  

Other source of
funding

University
waiver/award

UK industry,
commerce or
student's employer

No financial
backing



UG applications to engineering in UK HEIs 
Accepted 

applications  not yet 
available by subject 

line for 2014/15 
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UCAS applications to first degree programmes (as at June 2014)  

All subjects (excl. engineering) Engineering

Undergraduate applications to engineering for 2014/15 entry up 10.4% compared with 2013/14 and 
17.1% compared with 2012/13. 



EPC 2014/15 enrolments survey: response 

Around 50 
universities 
responded 

Engineering Professors’ Council membership =77 universities 

Other 
53% 

Russell 
Group 
47% 



Number of respondents  

EPC 2014/15 enrolments survey: response 
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No of respondents for software and 
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EPC 2012/13 enrolments survey: summary 
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increase of 
more than 
10% 



                80       60       40     20     0        20      40     60       80 

Number of respondents  

Increase/decrease 
compared with 

2012/13 

Last year’s survey 

HEU UG

Non EU UG

HEU PGT

Non EU PGT

About the same

Higher

Lower

72% of those 
reporting 
“lower” 
enrolment 
reported a 
decrease of 
more than 
10% 

46% of those 
reporting 
“higher” 
enrolment 
reported an 
increase of 
more than 
10% 



Increase/decrease 
compared with 

2013/14 

EPC 2014/15 enrolments survey: summary 

                60           40             20            0          20              40            60 

26% of those 
reporting “higher” 
enrolment reported 
an increase of more 
than 10% 

57% of those 
reporting “lower” 
enrolment reported 
a decrease of more 
than 10% 

HEU UG

Non EU UG

HEU PGT

Non EU PGT

About the same

Higher

Lower



Increase/decrease 
compared with 

2013/14 

EPC 2014/15 enrolments survey: university type 
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HEU  undergraduates: all respondents, by discipline 
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Non EU  undergraduates: all respondents, by 
discipline 
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HEU postgraduate (taught): all respondents, by 
discipline 
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Non EU postgraduate (taught): all respondents, by 
discipline 
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http://epc.ac.uk/services-2/ 

Further information on student number and 
applications trends 



Follow us on 
 

 

Annual Congress  
14/15 April 2015  

hosted by the University of Salford at Media City 
(http://epc.ac.uk/events/engineering-professors-council-annual-congress-2015/) 

 

**20th anniversary awards** 
Student prize 

(http://epc.ac.uk/20th-anniversary-awards-2015/) 

Upcoming events 


