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• The largest Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths (STEM) careers event 
in the UK 

• Targeted at 
– Young learners (age 9 to 19 years old)  
– Key influencers (teachers, careers advisors & parents) 

• Introduces audience to what a career in STEM could offer – often for the 
first time 

• UK-wide Fair takes place each March with a regional & local programme of 
events throughout the year 

• Hosts the National Science & Engineering Competition (NSEC)  
– UK Young Scientist of the Year  
– UK Young Engineer of the Year 
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Over a third of general 
public visitors (37%) 
and nearly a third of 
visitors from schools 
(30%) to The Fair 
came from quintile 5 
postcodes (the group 
most likely to go onto 
HE). 

At the other end of 
the scale,  5% of 
general public visitors 
and 7% of school 
visitors came from 
quintile 1 postcodes 
(least likely to go onto 
HE). 
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UK POLAR 3 profile General public attendees School attendees

POLAR3 is based on the HE participation rates of people who were aged 18 between 2005 and 2009 and entered a HE course, aged 18 or 19, between academic years 
2005-06 and 2010-11. 
The POLAR3 data is broken down into five quintiles, in quintile 1 fewer than one in five young people enter HE, compared with over half in quintile 5. POLAR3 assigns every 
UK postcode to one of these quintiles. 
Visitors to The Fair have been assigned to a quintile based on the postcode of the adult registrant. School attendees are based on the POLAR 3 profile of the school 
postcode, not the individual pupil’s postcode, and is thus an approximation

POLAR 3 data taken from HEFCE, http://www.hefce.ac.uk/whatwedo/wp/ourresearch/polar/polar3data/

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/whatwedo/wp/ourresearch/polar/polar3data/
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/whatwedo/wp/ourresearch/polar/polar3data/
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Media Coverage 2013 
• Extensive media coverage with 822 articles in local and national news.  

• 4 separate slots on BBC’s Breakfast on Thursday 14th March 

• AVE for the last 12 months has been measured at £3.7m



Social Media 

Facebook: over 10,000 likes 

Twitter @BigBangFair: over 7,500 followers 
Re-tweets including Professor Brian Cox, Carol Vorderman, Robin Ince and 
Stefan Gates 



High profile political Visitors 2013 
The Big Bang 2013 opened by Vince 
Cable, Secretary of State for 
Business, Innovation and Skills 

David Cameron also came 
to The Fair and spent time 
speaking to NSEC finalists.  

David Willetts, Minister for 
Universities and Science 

Jo Swinson, Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State for 
Women and Equalities 



140 workshop 
sessions 

68 theatre shows 

350 NSEC finalists 

180 organisations 
from across the 
STEM community 
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