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“My Government will limit the number of non-
European Union economic migrants entering the UK” 



Our response: non-EU academics as a proportion of all 
academics (2008/9, UUK data): 
 
 
 
 
 

“Setting a Permanent Limit”: 

LMB Nobel laureates: 13  British LMB Nobel laureates: 5 





 Materials scientist  
 
 PhD Supervised 
by Harry Kroto 
(Nobel laureate) at 
Florida State 
 
 Offered 
Fellowship by 
University of 
Cambridge 
 
 … visa application 
rejected 



Permanent Cap: 

Tier 1: Tier 2: 

 1,000 places for 
'Exceptional Talent' 

 20,700 places for skilled 
workers 
 
 75 points required under PBS 

 English language (10 points) 
 ££ salary (varies) 
 ££ maintenance  (10 pts) 
 Sponsorship (30 pts) 
 PhD-level job (50 pts) 
 Shortage occupation (75 pts) 



Exemptions...? 



Settlement? 
  Proposals would assume migrants leave after 5 years, 

subject to salary check 
 
 Eventual u-turn for 'PhD'-level workers 

Shortage Occupations? 
 Proposals to automatically remove Shortage 

Occupations after 2 years 
 
 Includes cardiac physiologists, engineering 

geophysicists, petroleum engineers, paediatricians... 
 
 ...? 



Student visas... 
 
 No cap 
 
 Language controls tightened 
 Post-study work (PSW) scheme stopped 
 London Met 
 
 Statistics now reported separately... but 
target still there 



“City University was wrongly named by China's 
national state broadcaster as the British 
university affected by [UKBA's] decision to 
withdraw London Met's student visa licence. 
The mistake has also been made in 
newspapers and magazines.” 
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