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Background 
The campaign for Science & Engineering (CaSE) is the 
leading independent advocate for science and 
engineering in the UK. 
 
Pallab Ghosh, BBC 
“CaSE is an invaluable resource when I’m covering 
stories relating to science and engineering” 

 
Gordon Brown 
“Let me start by thanking CaSE for its  
powerful advocacy for science since it  
started back in 1986 as Save British  
Science” 
 



Case study 1: Migrant cap 

• Coalition Government announced intention to 
impose annual cap on immigration 
 

• Science and engineering dependent on access to 
global talent pool 
 

• UK academia and industry would suffer as a result of 
cap, and already disadvantaged by points-based 
system for visas 
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What’s happened since? 

In Tier 2 alone: 
 
• New visitor category introduced  
• Resident Labour Market Test liberalised for PhD level 

jobs 
• Employees in PhD level jobs exempt from 

requirement of earning at least £35,000 to qualify for 
settlement 

• Migration Advisory Committee advised against its 
introduction of the ‘sunset clause’ 
 

What happens next…? 



Case study 2: Funding 

Prior to the last Spending Review, the Royal Society 
outlined three possible scenarios for the future of 
research funding: 
 
"One was constant cash, which is a substantial cut in real 
terms, and we felt that in a number of ways one could 
accommodate that; 10% cash cut we called 'slash and 
burn'; 20% cuts we headed 'game over' - that would 
irreversibly destroy the UK's potential as a leading 
scientific nation.” 
Professor Martin Rees 
 
  



Science Funding 

“The UK has an 
opportunity to drive future 
economic growth through 
science and engineering... 
[it needs to invest] in 
education and public sector 
research, so that highly 
skilled graduates and 
technicians in science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics are 
nurtured in the UK.” 

-Airbus UK, 
AstraZeneca, GSK, 
IBM, Lockheed 
Martin, Pfizer, 
Syngenta 



 

 



The 2010 Spending Review 

“When money is short we should 
ruthlessly prioritise those areas of 
public spending which are most 
likely to support economic growth, 
including ... our science base and 
the skills and education of citizens” 

Chancellor’s speech 

2010 Spending Review 



Research Councils 
Resource (near cash) 
£2682m

Academies Resource 
(near cash) £127m

UK Space Agency 
Resource (near cash) 
£63m

HEIF (near cash) £113m

HEFCE QR money £1603m

£4.6bn 

The Coalition Government's Science Budget 



The Labour Government's Science Budget 

Research Councils Resource 
(near cash) £2682m

Research Councils Resource 
(non cash) £229m

Research Councils Capital 
£346m

Research Councils 
Administration £147m

Academies Resource (near 
cash)

Large Facilities Capital Fund 
£265m

HEIF £113m

HE Research Capital £215m

£4.1bn 



BEFORE SR2010 
 

Included Capital 
 
Excluded Funding Council  
QR money 

AFTER SR2010  
 

Excluded Capital 
 
Included Funding Council  
QR money 
 
Included UK Space Agency 

So, capital is out in the cold and spending is going to 
decrease by nearly 46% over the course of the spending 
review. 



What has CaSE done since SR10? 



The forthcoming CSR 

• Another year of flat cash seems 
likely – but by no means certain 
 

• Still facing a considerable 
shortfall in capital 
 

• Need for evidence to show both 
return on investment and 
impact of cuts 
 

• CSR campaign will lead directly 
into a focus on the manifestos 

  



How can we work together? 

• Help us to develop the necessary evidence base 
 
• Continue to focus on the ‘size of the cake’ 

 
• Attend the CaSE cross party debate on science and 

engineering on 30th April at The IET 
 
  



Thank you 

beck@sciencecampaign.org.uk 
 
020 7679 4995 
 
@beck_smith         
 
www.sciencecampaign.org.uk 
 
@sciencecampaign 
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