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Headlines of analysis of RAE 2001

n inadequate critical mass;

nscope for further collaboration; and

nScotland performing well in dove-
tailing R with KT activities

November 2004



Research Pooling

n Critical Mass and Quality Enhancement through:

n Shared Sovereignty

n Selective inclusivity

n Enabled by investment by SFC and universities:

nNew posts

n Facilities

nGraduate training



Pools to Date

n Physics

n Chemistry

n Engineering

n Life Sciences

nGeo and Environmental Science

n Economics

nMedical Imaging

n Informatics and Computer Science

http://www.sicsa.ac.uk/


Pools to Date Continued

nNursing and Midwifery and AHP’s

n Applied Education 

n Scottish School of Primary Care

n Policing Research

n Criminal Justice

n Senior Clinical Fellowship Scheme

nGaelic (Soillse or ‘enlightenment’)
nMarine Science



Scale of Investment

n £115 million committed by SFC

n £259 million committed by HEIs

n £9 million committed by other funders

More than £383 million invested to date.



Scottish Research Partnership in Engineering



Scottish Research Partnership in Engineering



Scottish Research Partnership in Engineering

n 10 Universities

n 69 new academic posts

n 700+ academics and 500+ postgrads in SRPE

n £153 million investment in SRPE (£36M SFC)



Pan Scottish Themes of SRPE

n Civil Engineering (The Telford Institute)

n Technologies for High Value Manufacturing

n Engineering at the Life Sciences Interface 

n Communications

n Energy Technologies



Energy Technology Partnership

n 250 academics and 600 researchers

n SRPE + SUPA + ScotCHEM + SIRE

n Support from Industry and Government



A collective ambition that 
builds up to a critical mass
National research pools are 
winning Scotland an international 
reputation, writes Olga Wojtas…12 June 2008

Research Fortnight

2 July 2008





Outcome of RAE2008

n Confirms Scotland’s strong research base

n Performance strong across breadth

n Performance strong in areas of pools

n All institutions conducting world-leading research

n World leading research in 64 out of 65 (submitted) UoAs

n 15 per cent rated at 4* in RAE2008  (10% in RAE2001 (5*)) 

n Very low levels of ‘0’ rated research

n Post-92 institutions and SSIs did well.



WEALTHIER & FAIRER •
SMARTER • HEALTHIER • SAFER 
& STRONGER • GREENER

..to focus the Government and public 
services on creating a more successful 
country, with opportunities for all of 
Scotland to flourish, through 
increasing sustainable economic 
growth.
November 2007





Working with colleges and 
Universities we will seek to 
deliver an effective demand-
driven exchange of knowledge 
and expertise with business…

Working with universities we 
will seek to deliver a 
collaborative research base that 
remains highly competitive 
internationally



SFC Grants for Research and KE 2009/10

nGeneral Fund for Universities
nResearch Excellence Grant £211.13 million

nResearch Postgraduate Grant £29.42 million

nKnowledge Transfer Grant £1.33 million 

nHorizon Fund for Universities
nWorld Class Research (incl SORSAS) £29.35 million

nKnowledge Transfer Grant £21.78 million

n SPIRIT £3.8 million



Horizon Fund for Universities
n Agent of change
n Aligned to key Government strategies and 

priorities
n Employability and skills interventions 
n Access and progression 
n World class research
n Knowledge transfer and innovation 
n Differentiation, diversity and specialisms
n Collaboration



Where Pooling is Going

nMeta – pooling
examples include: Energy Technology Partnership

n Postgraduate training pools
examples include: Clinical Academic Fellowships

nUser-led, business-led pooling

n Internationalisation of pools
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